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Political Participation of Individuals with Disabilities in Egypt:
Reality, Challenges, and Future Prospects

Dr. Kayaty Ashour
Lecturer of Political Sociology
Faculty of Arts - Beni-Suef University
Abstract:

The opportunity to participate in political activities is the
essence of life in a just democratic society. Therefore, this research
focuses on the level of political participation of Individuals with
disabilities, observing the challenges and obstacles that prevent their
participation, and identifying opportunities and prospects for
programs and policies. This research used a qualitative
anthropological methodology based on collecting data through
Semistructured interviews. Participants were selected from three
categories (visually impaired, hearing impaired, and physically
impaired), using the snowball sampling method. The interviews
were then examined using qualitative analysis, in the context of
relevant literature, medical and social models of disability. The
study reached several results, the most important of which is that the
participation of people with disabilities in politics is at a minimum,
due to social, economic, cultural, and physical barriers that hindered
their participation in political activities. The results revealed that the
most common obstacles were poor communication, negative
attitudes towards politics and politicians, inaccessible physical
environments, poverty and low formal education. The study also
revealed opportunities, the most noticeable of which are legal
legislation and national initiatives.

Keywords: political participation, Individuals with disabilities,
politics.
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