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Abstract

This study explores the cohesive and coherent devices in The Death
of Cleopatra by Ahmed Shawqi, considering it one of the most
prominent examples of Arabic verse drama. It aims to investigate
the linguistic and stylistic mechanisms that contribute to textual
connectivity, in light of the framework of cohesion and coherence as
formulated by scholars of text linguistics, notably Halliday and
Rugqaiya Hasan.

The study adopts a text-linguistic approach, drawing upon
quantitative analysis, descriptive observation, and interpretative
inference. It focuses on the functional deployment of key cohesive
devices such as reference (of various types), ellipsis, substitution,
repetition, and both grammatical and semantic conjunction. The
distribution and recurrence of these elements within the structure of
dramatic dialogue are analyzed closely.

Particular attention is given to the role these devices play in
reinforcing the harmony between characters and events, and in
guiding reader interpretation and engagement with the text. The
findings demonstrate Shawqi’s successful employment of cohesion
strategies in a way that highlights the macrostructure of the text,
supports its dramatic architecture, and enhances the logical
sequencing of actions and emotional shifts.

The study further underscores Ahmed Shawqi’s contribution to the
development of Arabic dramatic poetry through a tightly woven
linguistic structure that resonates with the dramatic and historical
dimensions of the play. It also reveals his distinctive use of certain
linguistic techniques shaped by the nature of dramatic discourse.
Ultimately, the study affirms that textual cohesion is a foundational
component in constructing literary meaning and achieving aesthetic
impact.

Keywords:

Cohesion — Textual Coherence — Reference — Ellipsis — Substitution
— Conjunction — Dramatic Poetry — Ahmed Shawqi — The Death of
Cleopatra
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(Cohesion): “The concept of cohesion is a semantic one; it refers to relations of meaning that exist within the text, and that
define it as a text. Cohesion occurs where the interpretation of some element in the discourse is dependent on that of another.”—
Halliday & Hasan (1976), p. 4
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