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Summary

Cartesian rationalism faces fundamental philosophical challenges,
most notably the limits of methodological doubt. A central question
arises: is it possible to practice doubt without presupposing the
validity of reason itself? Descartes’ method also suffers from the
problem of logical circularity: he begins his philosophy with the
principle of intellectual intuition, characterized by clarity and
distinctness, and relies on it to prove the existence of God. He then
appeals to God's existence to guarantee the validity of this very
principle—rendering his argument circular. The cogito, although it
serves as a starting point for philosophical certainty, only establishes
the existence of the thinking self and fails to demonstrate the
existence of the external world.

Furthermore, the dualism of mind and body presents a
philosophical dilemma concerning the interaction between two
substances of different natures, raising questions about how an
immaterial mind can affect a material body. Descartes' theory of
innate knowledge also faces objections from empiricist perspectives.
Finally, the issue of the correspondence between thought and reality
remains controversial, as Descartes assumes that God is the guarantor
of this correspondence—a presupposition that continues to be debated
as a valid foundation for objective knowledge.

Keywords
Cogito: The fundamental principle of Descartes’ philosophy,
expressed in the phrase “I think, therefore I am.” It emerges from
doubt to reach the first indubitable philosophical certainty—the
existence of the thinking self.

Rational inference: The method Descartes adopts in constructing his
philosophical system, where knowledge is derived from clear and
distinct premises, relying solely on reason without recourse to
experience.

Truth: Defined as that which conforms to the criterion of clarity and
distinctness. Descartes holds that whatever the mind perceives clearly
and distinctly cannot be false, thus linking truth to the intellect’s
capacity for certain knowledge.
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