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     At the outbreak of the First World War between the Central and 

the Complicated States, Britain was quick to take the necessary 

defensive measures to protect its strategic interests in the Arab 

region and to protect the roads leading to its empire in India. 

However, as the war began, its forces suffered an overwhelming 

defeat in the Battle of Gallipoli in 1915 in Europe. In Kout El 

Amera in Iraq, and had to search for other ways to relieve the 

pressure on British forces on the various fronts and the opening of a 

new fighting front occupying the Ottoman forces and dispersed 

focus, and enable the British forces to achieve a decisive victory 

over And her defeat. 

       Here is the view of a group of British politicians, that the 

solution may be to exploit the Arab nationalist spirit heated against 

the Ottomans and ignite a revolution in the Arab region against the 

Ottoman Empire and directed to serve the interests of the British in 

the region, but Britain lacked a lot of information about the peoples 

and tribes of the Arab region and aspirations, Here is the idea of 

Mark Sykes, the British expert on Arab affairs, with the 

establishment of an intelligence office specializing in Arab and 

Islamic affairs. 

      Accordingly, the Arab Bureau was established in Cairo in 

January 1916 to be the first intelligence office to be established 

specifically for the Arab region. The British Government has made 

its main objective: to formulate British policy in the Arab region 

and to connect with the Arabs and gather as much accurate 
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information as possible about the political, economic and social 

conditions of the region. Geographically. 

      The Arab Office has included a selection of British 

archeologists, British explorers and experts in Arab affairs, headed 

by Hogarth, the British archaeologist and head of the Royal 

Geographical Society in London, as well as the famous Laurence of 

Lawrence of Arabia and the British archeologist and historian 

Gertrude Bell, who has gained fame and status in Iraq. The Office 

and its members have reached a far end in contact with the Arabs 

and guide the Arab revolution in the Arabian Peninsula and support 

and ensure success. The branch of the Office in Iraq has played a 

large role in preparing the situation inside Iraq for the British 

military occupation, And to convince Churchill, after the war, to 

place Prince Abdullah bin Hussein on the throne of the eastern 

Jordan emirate and put Prince Faisal bin al-Hussein on the throne of 

Iraq. 

It has not only limited its role to the Arabian Peninsula and Iraq, 

but has also issued accurate and extensive studies on most Arab 

countries. The Office has printed pamphlets on Yemen, Hijaz and 

the Arabian Peninsula and has issued regular bulletins known as 

Arabic bulletins. And is an accurate and reliable source that the 

researchers have relied on so far to study the situation of the Arab 

region in this delicate period of the history of the region  
Key words  
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IOR/L/PS/18/B288: Relations with Bin Saud, 22 September 1918. 

- IOR / L/ PS/18/ B251 ; Relations with Ibn Saud : Not prepared by 
Arab Bureau Iraq section, 12 January 1917.  
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-  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ;  German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo,  Telegram 
gulf to the secretary to the government of India in the foreign and 
political Department , 2 November 1916 . 
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( )  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Constitution and functions of the Arabian Burean Suggested 
Scheme , 23 December1915 .   
( ) IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Organization Cairo, 23 December1915.  
( ) - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Decypher Sir H. Macmahon (Cairo) 8 January 1916.  
 
( )  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Telegram from Viceroy, foreign Department, 24 December1915. 

  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, committee of Imperial Defense Whitehall Gardens , London ,S.W., 
2 January 1916  :  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ;  committee of Imperial 
Defense Establishment of an Arab Bureau in Cairo Report of an inter  
Departmental Conference , 10 January 1916  . 
( )   IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Establishment of an Arab Bureau in Cairo A meeting of the 
conference took place at Whitehall Gardens at 7 January 1916 .  

)   IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Department of stat to India  , 24 February1916 .      



 

)                 

                                                                                                                         

) -IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia  the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo  from foreign office to undersecretary of state for India , 28 
February1916.  

 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, telegram From Foreign office to Sir H. Mcmahon ( Cairo ) 2 Jun 
1916 ,  Viceroy, foreign Department , 15 may 1916 ; war office , 12 
April 1916 . 

 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, telegram From Viceroy, foreign Department , 15 May 1916 .  
 
( ) - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, telegram From Secretary of State to viceroy , foreign Department 
27 May 1916 . 

 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Chief Political office Basrah , to the Deputy Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf Bushire ,15 July 1916 .  
( ) - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; telegram From D.M.I, Cairo to Sir Arthur 
Hicolson, f.o. 14 January 1916. 
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  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Treasury chambers , to the under Secretary of State Foreign 
office , 31 July 1916 . 
( )   IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, Treasury chambers, to the under Secretary of State Foreign 
office, 2 September 1916.   

) -IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia  the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo  telegram From Viceroy  Foreign Department 20 June 1916. 
( )- IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 

secretary to the Government of India in the foreign and political 
Department , Simla , 8 May 1916 . 
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 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; German War  Arabia , the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, telegram From Viceroy , Foreign Department 28 May 1916 . 
 

( ) - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at 
Cairo, telegram From Viceroy, Foreign Department 28 May 1916. 
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 IOR / L / PS / 18 / B215: Sherif of Macca, 1915-1916.  IOR / L / PS 
/ 18 / B222: Correspondence with Grand Sherif of Macca  1914  
1916   
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 )- IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; telegram From Viceroy , Foreign 
Department 28 May 1916 .  
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IOR / L / PS / 10 / 657: Arab Bulletin pt. 1 numbers 1 to 65, 1917, IOR 
/ L / PS / 10 / 658: Arab Bulletin pt. 1  3 numbers 66- 114. 
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  - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; telegram From Viceroy , Foreign 
Department 28 May 1916 . 

 - MS45158A :Diary of Gertrude Bell , 1911 , Volume I . 9 February 
to 18 Apr 1911, MS45158B: Diary of Gertrude Bell 1911, Volume II, 19 
Apr 1911- 23 May 1911. 

  IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; telegram From Secretary Balfour to State 
foreign office , 20 January 1917 .  

 

 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; telegram From Viceroy , Foreign 
Department 28 May 1916 .  
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 - IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1 ; telegram From Secretary Balfour to State 
foreign office , 20 January 1917 .  

 

IOR / L / PS / 10 / 657: Arab Bulletin pt. 1 numbers 1 to 65, 1917, IOR 
/ L / PS / 10 / 658: Arab Bulletin pt. 1  3 numbers 66- 114. 

IOR / L / PS / 10 / 657 : Arab Bulletin pt. 1 numbers 1 to 65 , 1917 ,  
IOR / L / PS / 10 / 658: Arab Bulletin pt. 1  3 numbers 66- 114. 

IOR / L / MIL / 17 / 16 / 14 : Hand book of Yemen, 1917 . 
( ) IOR / L / PS / 20 / E81: Hand book of Hejaz, 1916. 
( ) IOR / L / MIL / 17 / 16 / 12: HAND book of Hejaz, 26 February 
1917.  
( )  IOR / L/ PS / 20 / E84 / 1: HAND book of Arabia, VOL. I, 1917, 
IOR / L/ PS / 20 / E84 / 2: HAND book of Arabia, VOL II, 1917.  
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( )  IOR / L / PS / 18 / B398: The Revellion against the Sultan of 
Muscat, May 1913- July 1916.  
( )  IOR / L / PS / 18 / B248: A ruler of the desert, 27 November 
1916.   

)- IOR / L / PS / 18 / B337 : Despatch from civil commissioner , 
Mesopotamia , to secretary of state , December 1919 . 
94) -IOR / R / 15 / 6 / 35: File XXV/11 Arabian Affairs. Relations of 

British Government with Bin Saud, 12 Jan 1917-1 Mar 1917. 
  
( )   IOR / L / PS / 10 / 657 : Arab Bulletin pt. 1 numbers 1 to 65 , 
1917 ,  

IOR / L / PS / 10 / 658: Arab Bulletin pt. 1  3 numbers 66- 114. 

IOR / L / PS / 10 / 576 / 2: Middle East intelligence Service; 1919.  
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-  

India Officel Library and Records: 

IOR / L / MIL / 17 / 16 / 12: Hand book of Hejaz, 26 February 1917.  
IOR / L / MIL / 17 / 16 / 14: Hand book of Yemen, 1917. 
IOR / L / PS / 10 / 657: Arab Bulletin pt. 1 numbers 1 to 65, 1917. 
IOR / L / PS / 10 / 658: Arab Bulletin pt. 2  3 numbers 66- 114. 
IOR / L / PS / 18 / B215: Sherif of Macca, 1915-1916. 
IOR / L / PS / 18 / B222: Correspondence with Grand Sherif of Macca  
1914 - 1916. 
IOR / L / PS / 18 / B248: A ruler of the desert, 27 November 1916. 
IOR / L / PS / 18 / B337: Despatch from civil commissioner, 
Mesopotamia, to secretary of state, December 1919. 
IOR / L / PS / 18 / B398: The Revellion against the Sultan of Muscat 
May 1913- July 1916.  
IOR / L / PS / 20 / E81: Hand book of Hejaz, 1916. 
IOR / L/ PS / 20 / E84 / 1: Hand book of Arabia, VOL. I, 1917, IOR / 
L/ PS / 20 / E84 / 2 : HAND book of Arabia , VOL II , 1917 .  
IOR / L/ PS/18/ B251; Relations with Ibn Saud: Not prepared by Arab 
Bureau Iraq section 1917. 
IOR / R / 15 / 6 / 35: File XXV/11 Arabian Affairs. Relations of British 
Government with Bin Saud, 12 Jan 1917-1 Mar 1917. 
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IOR/L/PS/18/B288: Relations with Bin Saud, 22 September 1918. 
IOR/L/PS/10/ 576/1; German War  Arabia, the Arab Bureau at Cairo. 
IOR / L / PS / 10 / 576 / 2: Middle East intelligence Service; 1919  
MS45158A: Diary of Gertrude Bell, 1911, Volume I, 9 February to 18 
Apr 1911.   
MS45158B: Diary of Gertrude Bell, 1911, Volume II, 19 Apr 1911- 23 
May 1911. 
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